
Absolutely successful was the participation of ERFC in the 3rd EUG and IMG 

meeting of Pol-PRIMETT II in LISBON 

ERFC participated in the 3rd Expert User Group and International Management 

Group Meeting of Pol - PRIMETT II in Lisbon  between 14  October – 16 October 

2014, in order to discuss about the progress of the project and sharing good 

practices in various aspects of Metal Theft . 

During the Expert User Group Meeting were presented all the parameters of metal 

theft and also the actions that were developed to tackle this important issue which is 

definitely an environmental crime. Although a lot of good practices have been 

implemented to tackle metal theft across Europe, there is still a lot work to be done, 

as this is a continuous learning process. Stakeholders from different sectors, like 

Prosecutors, Central and Regional Government Authorities, Police, Public Utilities, 

Telecommunication Companies, Recyclers, have to find the way to collaborate and 

agree on a common approach across Europe to tackle Metal theft, have to agree for 

example with the creation of a Pan European Portal for Metal Theft Alert.   

A very good practice for tackling metal theft was presented by PSAT, which is an 

Association of Public – Private Utilities Companies in Portugal with focus to place 

every day the problematic of the thefts in the agenda of concerns, to promote the 

sharing of good practices, to work for the effectiveness of the police forces through 

the provision of technical training to police officers in areas with the highest crime 

rate and the supply of the suitable technical equipment to tackle metal theft, to 

support the investigation of the specialized police force, to work on the preparation 

of specific and robust legislation and finally to follow the evolution of the 

phenomenon.  The Key word to the above actions is COOPERATION!!! ERFC 

highlighted the phrase: COOPERATION with TRUST! 

The Conclusions of the EUG and IMG meeting in LISBON will define the following 

next steps of Pol-RIMETT for tackling metal theft across Europe: 1) the development 

of Fusion Intelligence Units between Public and Private Sector, 2) the development 

of collaboration between public and private sector upon trust, 3) the development of 

innovative operational structures to deal with knowledge gaps, 4) the collection of 

the relevant data for decision making against metal theft at National, Regional and 

Local Level, 5) Networking all the Stakeholders in Private and Public Sector against 

metal theft, 6) Open dialogue with the prosecutors to improve the legal system 

against metal theft, and 7) keep the flame alive because metal theft is still present. 

All the participants highlighted that the Collaboration is the key word because metal 

theft damages the environment and the economy. 



During the IMG meeting ERFC proposed to the partnership the necessity to expand 

the Pol-PRIMETT to the Eastern Europe where metal theft is a big issue, highlighted 

the absence of the Universities and Research Institutes from the activities of Pol-

PRIMETT and mentioned that their participation is going to cover the knowledge 

gaps for tackling metal theft.  Also proposed the participation of Recyclers in the 

next period of Pol-RIMETT as they are also an important link in the chain of metal 

trafficking.  

In order to find more information about the 3nd POL PRIMETT II EUG and IMG 

meeting in Lisbon, please visit the official website of POL PRIMETT II project: 

www.polprimett2.org . 

 

http://www.polprimett2.org/

